
Good morning, Commissioners.  
 
I’d like to encourage you to put the $15 million open space bond initiative on the 
ballot in November. 
 
While it’s true that this initiative will be conserving open spaces, wildlife habitat 
and agricultural land, I’d like you to consider that it will also be conserving a way 
of life for hard-working Gallatin County families. 
 
Ag families are feeling the pinch of deflated grain and cattle prices while the 
development value of their land continues to climb. Those who want to keep their 
land in the family and in production - to run cattle and raise a crop – are finding it 
harder to ignore the phone calls and knocks on the door from developers. 
 
I’d like you to consider that many of the families who might take advantage of this 
bond initiative are those that homesteaded this valley and have helped weave the 
fabric of our community. They’ve answered the call to serve on volunteer fire 
departments, flip pancakes at fundraisers and serve on community boards. They 
send their kids through 4-H programs because they want to pass on traditions – 
and the land – to the next generation. 
 
This bond initiative will provide a means of helping them make their family 
finances pencil out so they can continue to be part of Gallatin Valley’s rich 
agricultural tradition. For generations, they’ve been there for their neighbors and 
their community - now it’s time for us to stand by them. 
 
It is important to note that financing our future is not a zero sum game. Voters 
who choose to tax themselves to fund open spaces are not precluding the 
passage of a law & justice center bond. Let’s not confuse these two issues. Let 
Gallatin County citizens express their views by casting their ballots. After all, that’s 
the American way. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. 


